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The Claims 

1. (Previously presented) A system comprising: 

a client computer to» 

provide skimming level selection information to a user based on a 

plurality of available skimming levels, and 

receive a skimming level selection from the user, and 

a server computer, coupled to the client computer, to, 

receive the skimming level selection from the client computer, 

use a playlist of multimedia content corresponding to the skimming 

level selection, the playlist identifying segments, corresponding to the 

skimming level selection, of the multimedia content, and 

provide, to the client computer in response to receipt of the 

skimming level selection from the client computer, the segments of the 

multimedia content identified by the playlist 

2. (Original) A system as recited in claim 1, wherein the client 
computer presents a user interface with the segments identified by the playlist. 

3. (Original) A system as recited in claim 2, wherein the client 
computer provides, via the user interface, an input mechanism through which the 
user can input a skimming level selection. 
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4. (Original) A system as recited in claim 3, wherein the input 
mechanism comprises a plurality of skimming level selection buttons, 

5. (Original) A system as recited in claim 3, wherein the input 
mechanism comprises a rotatable dial via which a skimming level can be 
identified. 

6. (Original) A system as recited in claim 5, wherein the rotatable dial 
comprises a graphical dial. 

7. (Currently amended) A method for providing a skimmed version of 
multimedia content, the method comprising: 

accessing fix^t skimming information corresponding to a first skimming 
level of a plurality of previously generated skimming levels of the multimedia 
content; 

using the first skimming infomiation to access a first plurality of segments 
of the multimedia content that correspond to the first skimming level; asd 

forwarding the first plurality of segments to a client computer; 

receiving a selection of a second skimming leve l of the plurality of 
previouslv generated skimming levels from the c lient computer while the first 
pluralitv of segments are being forwarded to the c lient computer, 

accessing second skimming information corre sponding to the second 
skinaming level: 
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using the second slrinimiTi^ information to access a second plurality of 
se gments of the multimedia content that correspond to the second s Wrnmin^ level: 
and 

forwardi ng; the second plurality of sclents to the client computer 

8. (Currently amended) A method as recited in cl^m 7, wherein the 
forwarding the first plurality of segments comprises streaming the accessed first 
plurality of segments to the client computer, 

9. (Currently amended) A method as recited in claim 7, wherein the 
using the first skimming information comprises generating a playlist based on the 
first skinmiing information, 

10. (Canceled). 

1 L (Currently amended) A method as recited in claim 7[[10]], wherein 
the receiving further comprises receiving an indication of a current presentation 
time of the first plurality of segments. 

12. (Original) A method as recited in claim 11, wherein the indication 
comprises the presentation time referenced to the timeline of the multimedia 
content. 



4 



A|>pKcation No. 09M9Sy439 



PAGE 6I16*RCVDAT 8^/2004 6:45:49ra[Eastem Daylight Time]*SVR:USPTOffXRF-1/0*DN^ 



,ftUG 31 2004 16:00 FR LEE - HPYES PLL 509 323 8979 TO 1703872930S P. 07/16 



13. (Original) A method as recited in claim 11, wherein the indication 
comprises a current segment of the first plurality of segments and an offset into the 
current segment. 

14. (Currently amended) A method as recited in claim 7[[10]], wherein 
the forwarding of the second plurality of segments comprises: 

identifying a current presentation time of the first plurality of segments; 

identifying a time in the second plurality of segments Aat corresponds to 
the current presentation time; and 

forwarding the second plurality of segments to the client computer starting 
with the time in the second plurality of segments that coiresponds to the current 
presentation time of the first plurality of segments, 

15. (Qrigiual) One or more computer-readable memories containing a 
computer program that is executable by a computer to perform the method recited 
in claim 7. 

Claims 16-20. (Canceled). 

21. (Previously presented) A method for presenting a skimmed version 
of multimedia content, the method comprising: 

accessing first skinmiing information corresponding to a first skimming 
level of a plurality of previously generated skimming levels of the multimedia 
content; 
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using the first skinuning information to generate a playlist identifying a 
first plurality of segments of the multimedia content that correspond to the first 
skinuning level; 

retrieving the first plurality of segments from a storage device; and 
presenting the first plurality of segments as the skimmed version. 

22. (Original) A method as recited in claim 21, wherein the retrieving 
comprises: 

transmitting the playlist to a server computer, and 

receiving the first phnahty of segments firom the server computer. , 

23. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 21, fiirther 
comprising: 

receiving user input identifying a second skimming level of the plurality of 
previously generated skimming levels while the first plurality of segments is being 
presented; 

accessing second skimming information corresponding to the second 
skimming level; 

using the second skimming information to generate a second playlist 
identifying a second plurality of segments of the multimedia content that 
correspond to the second skimming level; 

rebieving the second plurality of segments fix)m the storage device; and 
presenting the second plurality of segments as the skimmed version. 
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24. (Original) A method as recited in claim 23, wherein the retrieving of 
the second plurality of segments comprises: 

transmitting the second playlist to a server computer; and 
receiving the second plurality of segments from the server computer. 

25- (Original) One or more computer-readable memories containing a 
computer program that is executable by a processor to perform the method recited 
in claim 21. 

Claims 26-34. (Canceled), 

35. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
skimming level selection information provided to the user is based on a plurality 
of playlists previously generated and accessible to the server computer. 

36. (New) One or more computer-readable media having stored thereon 
instructions that, when executed by one or more processors, causes the one or 
more processors to provide a skimmed version of multimedia content by: 

accessing first skimming information corresponding to a first skimming 
level of a plurality of previously generated skimming levels of the multimedia 
content; 

using the first skinmiing information to access a first plurality of segments 
of the multimedia content that correspond to the first skimming level; 
forwarding the first plurality of segments to a client computer; 
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receiving a selection of a second skimming level of tiie plurality of 
previously generated skimming levels from the client computer while the first 
plurality of segments are being forwarded to the client computer; 

accessing second skimming information corresponding to the second 
skimming level; 

using the second skimming information to access a second plurality of 
segments of the multimedia content that correspond to the second skimming level; 
and 

forwarding the second plurality of segments to the client computer, 

37. (New) One or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 36, 
wherein the forwarding the first plurality of segments comprises streaming the 
accessed firet plurality of segments to the client computer. 

38. (New) One or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 36, 
wherein the using the first skimming information comprises generating a playlist 
based on the first skimming information. 

39. (New) One or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 36, 
wherein the receiving further comprises receiving an indication of a current 
presentation time of the first plurality of segments. 
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40, (New) One or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 39, 
wherein the indication comprises the presentation time referenced to the timeline 
of the multimedia content* 

41 , (New) One or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 39, 
wherein the indication comprises a current segment of the first plurality of 
segments and an offset into the current segment. 

42. (New) One or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 36» 
wherein the forwarding of the second plurality of segments comprises: 

identifying a current presentation time of the first plurality of segments; 

identifying a time in the second plurality of segments that corresponds to 
the current presentation time; and 

forwarding the second plurality of segments to the client computer startmg 
with the time in the second plurality of segments that corresponds to the current 
presentation time of the first plurality of segments. 

43. (New) One or more computer-readable media having stored thereon 
instructions that, when executed by one or more processors, causes the one or 
more processors to present a skimmed version of multimedia content by: 

accessing first skimming information corresponding to a first skimming 
level of a plurality of previously generated skimming levels of the multimedia 
content, 
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using the first skimming infonnation to generate a playlist identifying a 
fiist plurality of segments of the multimedia content that correspond to the first 
skimming level; 

retrieving the first plurality of segments from a storage device; and 
presenting the first plurality of segments as the skimmed version. 

44. (New) One or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 43» 
wherein the retrieving comprises: 

transmitting the playlist to a server computer; and 

receiving the first plurality of segments from the server computer. 

45. (New) One or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 43, 
the instructions further causing the one or more processors to present the skimmed 
version of multimedia content by: 

receiving user input identifying a second skimming level of the plurality of 
previously generated skimming levels while the first plurality of segments is bemg 
presented; 

accessing second skimming information corresponding to the second 
skimming level; 

using the second skimming information to generate a second playlist 
identifying a second plurality of segments of the multimedia content that 
correspond to the second skimming level; 

retrieving the second plurality of segments from the storage device; and 
presenting the second plurality of segments as the skimmed version. 



,»««,y,.-. 10 AppllcatfonNo. 09/498^39 

PAGE12/16'RCVDAT8I31I20()46:«:49PM [Eastern Daylight riine]*8VR:USPT0^^^^^^ 



.PUG 31 2004 16:02 FR LEE - H9YES PLL 509 323 8979 TO 17038729306 



P. 13/16 



46. (New) One or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 45, 
wherein the retrieving of the second plurality of segments comprises: 
transmitting the second playlist to a server computer; and 
receiving the second plurality of segments from the server computer. 
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